
 
Ecological Owlthorpe: an environmental approach 
 
In contrast to solutions of this kind, Ecological Owlthorpe promotes the 
preservation and conservation of upstream environments, an approach 
which is finding some favour in government circles. In an interview with 
Sophie Ridge in February 2020, George Eustace explained that the 
government’s approach to UK flood prevention would consist of an extra 
£4bn spending on flood defences but also in Yorkshire the creation and 
support of upstream nature-based solutions. In addition, as reported in 
a government press release on 23 January 2020, the Environment Agency, 
the Forestry Commission and Natural England have jointly committed to 
“nature-based solutions to tackle the climate emergency”, to which 
Ecological Owlthorpe has the potential to make an excellent contribution. 
 

 
 
The ‘rural oasis’, as it has been termed, of Owlthorpe, which sits between 
Mosborough and Hackenthorpe, includes the award-winning Owlthorpe 
Heritage and Nature Trail, the Moorhole Lane Trail and other 
environmental and educational improvements which spread from Moor 
Valley down to Moss Way. Constructed with the help of some 795 local 
schoolchildren, the oasis was opened on 16 March 2012 by local MP 
Clive Betts. This is the area we wish to preserve as an upstream nature-
based solution to protect the environment. 
 

 

 



 

 

 


